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Russell was returning from one of the anti-Hudson
meetings at York when the train came into collision
near Leicester, and he received a severe wound across
the forehead, which was cut to the bone. Next day a
surgeon, sent by the railway company, came to see
him and instructed him to keep quiet. Soon after-
wards another visitor on behalf of the company sent
in his card. He was admitted and declared himself
delighted at seeing Russell looking so well, as he had
been told he was injured. ' Still, the company are
distressed to know you have received any injury at all,
and I have been sent round with a cheque for ^75,
useful I hope, for a little holiday.1 The money was
very welcome to Russell, and he signed the wordy
receipt which his visitor produced as ' a mere matter of
form.' The next day one of his friends, Durrant
Cooper, came, and Russell told him what had occurred.
He jumped off his chair: * What, ^75 for that injury 1
By Heavens, I would not have taken ^"500 or ^"750 for
it! What an opportunity thrown away! The jurors are
all giving it hot to these railway companies !"

As the work Russell did cluring the railway mania
dwindled, a new ray of light fell on the engaged
couple. It turned out to be rather an ignis fatuus, but
they could not foresee that, and it was cheering enough
to hearts which required small excuses for cheer-
fulness. Robert Russell wrote to say that a syndicate
of rich men was about to start a daily paper to be
edited by Charles Dickens. Robert Russell himself
had already left the Times to join this new paper, the
Daily News, and he asked Russell if he would accept
an engagement. Almost at the same time a letter
came from the manager of the Morning Chronicle to
inquire if Russell would join his staff, and proposing